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Abstract: The study aims to demonstrate how the urban chronotope in dystopian literature serves 

as a mechanism for expressing exaggerated ideas about the existential and epistemological aspects 

of modern socio-political structures, utilizing interdisciplinary approaches that connect dystopia 

with sociology and artistic concepts regarding the future of societal development. The research 

highlights the significance of entropy as a central metaphor in dystopian narratives, illustrating the 

tension between intellectual stagnation and the renewal of thought, while analyzing the subjective 

experiences of time within urban settings in the works of notable authors, and exploring the 

implications of dystopian themes on societal control and individual potential. The article explores 

the concept of the literary chronotope, focusing on its poetic features as they manifest in modern 

novels, and addresses contemporary issues in literary criticism related to this phenomenon. It 

examines the theoretical foundations of chronotope forms, their impact on genre evolution, 

storyline development, artistic architecture, plot creation, composition based on the author's intent, 

and the ideological content of literary works, as well as how reality is perceived within the literary 

process. 
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1. Introduction 

The article explores the concept of the literary chronotope, focusing on its poetic 

features as they manifest in modern novels, highlighting its significance in contemporary 

literary criticism. It examines the theoretical foundations of the chronotope, including its 

influence on genre evolution, storyline development, and the overall architecture of a work 

of art, as well as its role in shaping the plot and composition in alignment with the author's 

creative intent and ideological content. 

The study highlights the need for further exploration of the sociological details 

regarding the opposition of dystopia to utopian ideals, suggesting that there is a gap in 

understanding how dystopian narratives can reflect and critique the values and 

aspirations of utopian thought. There is an urgent need to investigate the author's 

dystopian reflections on the modern political landscape, particularly how this chronotope 

influences the ideological processing of society and culture, indicating a lack of 

comprehensive analysis in this area within existing literature 
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The article analyzes topical problems of modern literary criticism, focusing on the 

essence and theoretical foundations of the forms of the chronotope, which involves 

examining how these forms influence the storyline and the overall architecture of a work 

of art. It explores the connection between genre evolution and the creation of a plot, as well 

as how the author's creative intent and the ideological content of a work shape the 

perception of reality within the literary process 

The study addresses the issue of how dystopian texts reflect the entropic and 

destructive consequences of emerging social systems that diminish intellectual diversity, 

paralleling concepts such as G. Marcuse's idea of the "one-dimensional man." This 

highlights the negative impact of universal control on society, leading to a standardization 

that stifles individual thought and creativity.  Another significant problem discussed is the 

exploration of the author's dystopian reflections on the modern political landscape, which 

plays a crucial role in the ideological processing of society and culture. This involves 

examining how dystopian narratives critique the values and ideals of utopian thinking, 

particularly in relation to the manipulation and uniformity imposed by authoritarian 

structures. 

Dystopian urban chronotopes in the novels of E. I. Zamyatin, O. Huxley, and J. 

Orwell serve as markers for understanding the history of mankind, with the topography 

of the city reflecting the characters' subjective perception of time. The "open" chronotope 

captures various levels of time experience, which can evolve to include new perceptions 

of historical time, particularly in relation to revolutionary thought or action.  The study 

highlights the destructive consequences of emerging social systems that diminish 

intellectual diversity, as seen in the concept of "one-dimensional man." It also emphasizes 

the potential of individuals and humanity as a whole, while critiquing the negative aspects 

of universal control that lead to standardization and uniformity in society. 

The study explores the interdisciplinary relationship between the genre of dystopia 

and sociology, particularly in understanding artistic concepts regarding the development 

of modern world order through the lens of sociological imagination and various 

sociological formats that reproduce imaginary realities in literary texts.  It emphasizes the 

constructive importance of the metaphor of entropy, as articulated by E. I. Zamyatin, to 

illustrate the intellectual stagnation caused by dogmatism, contrasting it with the potential 

for renewal of thought through the destruction of political and ideological constraints, 

thereby analyzing the implications of dystopian urban chronotopes in relation to historical 

time and revolutionary thought.  

The study highlights the "entropic" and destructive consequences of emerging social 

systems that diminish intellectual multidimensionality, reflecting the negative aspects of 

universal control that leads to standardization and uniformity in society. This challenge 

emphasizes the need to understand how dystopian narratives critique the reduction of 

diverse thought and the implications for individual potential. An urgent problem 

identified in the research is the exploration of the author's dystopian reflections, 

particularly concerning the chronotope of the modern political landscape. This challenge 

involves examining how ideological processing shapes society and culture, revealing the 

complexities of dystopian thought in relation to contemporary socio-political structures. 

The study examines the urban chronotope as a mechanism for understanding the 

socio-political structure of modern society, focusing on the existential (intellectual and 

physical activity) and epistemological (space-time continuum) categories that influence 

social activity and thought within dystopian narratives. It highlights the concept of 

entropy as a central metaphor, where "entropy" represents intellectual stagnation and 

dogmatism, while "energy" symbolizes the renewal of thinking through the destruction of 

political, ideological, and epistemological dogmas, thus reflecting the impact of emerging 

social systems on individual and collective potential. 
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The study establishes the urban chronotope in dystopian literature as a mechanism 

for illustrating hyperbolized ideas about existential and epistemological categories within 

modern socio-political structures, highlighting the relationship between dystopia and 

sociology in understanding artistic concepts of the contemporary world order. It 

emphasizes the significance of the metaphor of entropy, as articulated by E. I. Zamyatin, 

to illustrate the intellectual stagnation caused by dogmatism, contrasting it with the 

potential for renewal of thought through the destruction of political and ideological 

constraints, thereby exploring the destructive consequences of emerging social systems on 

intellectual diversity. 

Literature Review  

The literature review discusses the interdisciplinary relationship between the genre 

of dystopia and sociology, particularly in the context of artistic concepts regarding the 

development of modern world order [1]. It highlights the analysis of proto-political 

dystopias through the lens of sociological imagination and various sociological formats 

that reproduce imaginary realities in literary texts [2]. 

It emphasizes the significance of the urban chronotope in dystopian literature, 

referencing the works of authors such as E.I.Zamyatin, O.Huxley, and J.Orwell [3]. The 

review also explores the concept of entropy as articulated by Zamyatin, which represents 

intellectual stagnation and the conservative forces that inhibit change, contrasting with the 

potential for renewal through the destruction of dogmatic ideologies [4]. 

The article analyzes the concept of the literary chronotope, focusing on its poetic 

features as they manifest in modern novels, highlighting the relevance of this concept in 

contemporary literary criticism [5]. It discusses the theoretical foundations of chronotope 

forms, examining how genre evolution influences the storyline, the architecture of a work 

of art, and the overall composition based on the author's creative intent and ideological 

content [6]. 

2. Materials and Methods 

This study employed a qualitative literary analysis method grounded in an 

interdisciplinary framework that integrates literary theory, sociology, and philosophy [7]. 

The research was based on a close reading and comparative analysis of primary dystopian 

texts by E. I. Zamyatin, O. Huxley, and J. Orwell, with particular attention to the 

construction of urban chronotopes as representations of socio-political structures [8]. The 

methodology focused on examining the poetic and structural features of the chronotope—

understood as the interaction of time and space within the narrative—and how it functions 

ideologically and symbolically in dystopian fiction.[9] Key theoretical concepts, including 

Bakhtin’s theory of the chronotope and the metaphor of entropy, were used to interpret 

narrative techniques and thematic content [10]. Secondary sources in the fields of 

sociology, cultural studies, and literary criticism were analyzed to contextualize the 

literary material and assess how dystopian urban settings reflect broader patterns of 

intellectual stagnation, ideological control, and the potential for societal transformation 

[11]. The study also employed sociological imagination to examine how these literary 

chronotopes critique contemporary political systems and challenge utopian ideals by 

emphasizing existential and epistemological constraints on human freedom [12]. The 

analysis sought to uncover how narrative space and temporality reveal the entropic 

dynamics of authoritarian regimes and the resistance potential embedded in dystopian 

characters and structures [13]. This methodological approach allowed for a deep 

exploration of how literary form conveys ideological content and engages with real-world 

sociopolitical anxieties [14]. 
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3. Results 

Dystopian urban chronotopes in the novels of E. I. Zamyatin, O. Huxley, and J. 

Orwell [15] serve as markers for understanding the history of mankind, highlighting the 

subjective perception of time by characters and the complexity of their experiences within 

the urban environment. The study reveals that dystopian texts illustrate the destructive 

consequences of emerging social systems that diminish intellectual diversity, while also 

exploring the potential of individuals and humanity as a whole, emphasizing the negative 

impacts of universal control and the resulting standardization of society.  

The paper primarily focuses on the urban chronotope within the genre of dystopia, 

illustrating how it serves as a mechanism to express hyperbolized ideas about socio-

political structures. While it emphasizes dystopian texts by authors like E. I. Zamyatin, O. 

Huxley, and J. Orwell, it does not extensively discuss chronotopes in other literary genres. 

The study highlights the relationship between dystopia and sociology, particularly in the 

context of intellectual and epistemological categories, rather than exploring chronotopes 

across various genres.  

Future research may focus on the sociological details of how dystopia contrasts with 

the values and ideals of utopian thinking, particularly examining the "entropic" and 

destructive consequences of emerging social systems that diminish intellectual diversity 

and promote standardization within society.  - Another area for exploration is the author's 

dystopian reflections on the modern political landscape, which involves analyzing how 

the chronotope influences the ideological processing of society and culture, and the 

implications of universal control on social achievements and individual potential. 

4. Discussion 

The urban chronotope in dystopian literature serves as a powerful narrative 

mechanism for articulating hyperbolized reflections on modern socio-political structures. 

As demonstrated in the works of E. I. Zamyatin, O. Huxley, and J. Orwell, the spatial and 

temporal dimensions of dystopian cities mirror the intellectual stagnation and 

standardized environments produced by authoritarian control systems. These 

chronotopes not only shape the characters’ subjective experiences of time but also reflect 

the broader historical tensions between entropic societal decline and the potential for 

revolutionary renewal. The metaphor of entropy—used to symbolize intellectual inertia—

contrasts with the concept of "energy," representing the transformative force of liberated 

thought. This dichotomy is particularly significant in the context of emerging social 

systems that suppress individuality and epistemological diversity, creating uniform 

societies devoid of critical engagement. The study’s findings underscore the need to 

explore dystopia not merely as speculative fiction, but as a sociologically charged genre 

that critiques the mechanisms of ideological manipulation and the erosion of human 

potential. Furthermore, the interdisciplinary approach taken—linking literary analysis 

with sociological and philosophical perspectives—offers a nuanced understanding of how 

time and space function within dystopian narratives as tools for ideological commentary. 

The urban chronotope emerges as both a structural and symbolic element that captures the 

collapse of utopian ideals and the consequences of systemic control. Thus, the discussion 

affirms that dystopian literature, through its chronotopic configurations, remains a vital 

site for interrogating the complexities of modern political consciousness and cultural 

development. 

5. Conclusion 

The study concludes that dystopian urban chronotopes serve as a critical lens 

through which the authors express hyperbolized ideas about the socio-political structure 

of modern society, highlighting the tension between intellectual stagnation (entropy) and 

the potential for renewal of thought through the destruction of dogmatic ideologies.  - It 

emphasizes the importance of understanding the subjective perception of time by 
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characters within dystopian narratives, suggesting that these perceptions can reflect the 

complexities of historical time and the potential for revolutionary thought or action, 

ultimately contrasting the destructive consequences of emerging social systems with the 

potential for individual and collective empowerment. 
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